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the city’s sports and entertainment opportuni-
ties, and spearheaded an inventive campaign 
to brand Sacramento as America’s Farm-to- 
Fork Capital. By taking advantage of Sac-
ramento’s unique location in the heart of Cali-
fornia’s Central Valley, Mr. Hammond 
launched a movement that has revitalized 
Sacramento’s restaurant scene and boosted 
business for local hotels and farmers. 

In great part due to Mr. Hammond’s dedica-
tion to his agency, Visit Sacramento’s budget 
has grown from $2 million to $11 million, and 
its staff has more than doubled. In addition, 
Mr. Hammond is an extraordinarily active 
member of the community: He sits on the 
Boards of the Sacramento Downtown Partner-
ship, the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce, the Sacramento Regional Sports 
and Education Foundation, and the Sac-
ramento Hotel Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand to pay tribute to Steve 
Hammond, outgoing CEO of Visit Sacramento, 
as his friends and colleagues celebrate his 
well-earned retirement. I ask all my colleagues 
to join me in honoring his tenacity and dedica-
tion on behalf of the people of Sacramento, as 
well as his creativity in building up my beloved 
hometown as a destination for business, food, 
and culture. 
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Christopher Williamson, a dedi-
cated individual who devotes his life to pro-
tecting and defending the communities of 
South Carolina. Mr. Williamson has recently 
been appointed as the South Carolina High-
way Patrol’s first African American com-
mander. 

From the time he joined in 1988, Williamson 
has led a rewarding career within the South 
Carolina Highway Patrol. Williamson is a na-
tive of Darlington, South Carolina and was 
born into a family whose values were founded 
on hard work, personal integrity and commu-
nity service. He graduated from Fayetteville 
State University in 1985 with a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Political Science and a minor in Police 
Science. Soon after college, Williamson began 
his career within the law enforcement realm as 
a Correctional Officer with the South Carolina 
Department of Corrections. 

In 1986, Williamson accepted a position with 
the Darlington County Sheriff’s Department as 
a Deputy and within two years, he joined the 
South Carolina Highway Patrol. His service on 
the Highway Patrol showed his great dedica-
tion, leadership, and dedication. He rose 
through the leadership ranks by eventually be-
coming Lieutenant Colonel in 2011 and last 
month, he was appointed the Commander of 
the South Carolina Highway patrol. As Com-
mander, he is responsible for overseeing all 
Patrol operations statewide. 

Mr. Williamson’s service to his community is 
not limited to his position as Commander. In 
2014 he received a master’s degree in Clinical 
and Behavioral Counseling. He has served as 
a Youth Advocate Counselor in Berkley Coun-
ty, a Camp Counselor, and even founded his 

own non-profit organization that provides men-
toring and life skill services for youth. He 
works hard to prepare youth within his county 
to become productive members of society. He 
is a fellow member of Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity Inc., and he represents our fraternity by 
providing service to the world around him. 

Mr. Williamson’s career has taken him 
across the state of South Carolina and he has 
touched many lives. His humble upbringing 
and genuine qualities have enabled him to ef-
fectively serve his community. Throughout his 
career, he was actively involved in community 
service and has received numerous honors 
and awards for these efforts. He has made 
history by being appointed to this position and 
I am proud to call him a fraternity brother and 
personal friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing this barrier-breaking 
public servant, and to wish him Godspeed and 
continued success. Col. Christopher 
Williamson is a pioneer and an innovator in 
the law-enforcement arena and has earned 
the respect of the great state of South Caro-
lina. 
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Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville as it 
marks 75 years of service to the U.S. Navy 
and our nation. 

Located in Kingsville, Texas, the Naval Air 
Station was opened on July 4, 1942. Inspired 
by the establishment of the nearby Naval Air 
Station in Corpus Christi, a group of Kingsville 
civic leaders approached Navy officials at NAS 
Corpus Christi about creating a military airfield 
in February, 1941. While they did not receive 
official permission at that time, NAS Corpus 
Christi’s commanding officer, Captain Alva D. 
Bernhard, expressed enthusiasm about the 
idea. 

After the December 7, 1941 Japanese at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, Captain Bernhard pre-
dicted a military build-up including the influx of 
new trainees which would exceed the capacity 
of NAS-Corpus Christi, and plans to construct 
a new airfield in Kingsville began. 

The airfield was quickly built on 3,000 acres 
of land bought from the B.O. Sims family. Dur-
ing World War II, the airfield, designated as 
‘‘P–4,’’ housed four squadrons. The squadrons 
taught gunnery skills for combat air crews, in 
addition to fighter and bomber tactics. After 
the war, the base was given to the City of 
Kingsville, which leased it to the Texas Col-
lege of Arts and Industries. It was primarily 
used by the Department of Agriculture and ex-
panded under the college’s ownership. 

The base was reactivated as a military in-
stallation in April, 1951, as an auxiliary air sta-
tion, and trained roughly 300 aviators a year 
during the mid-1960s. In 1967, Congress ap-
proved $3.8 million in funding for NAS- 
Kingsville, allowing it to improve operation and 
maintenance facilities, as well as troop hous-
ing. The base was re-designated as a naval 
air station on August 9, 1968. In 1990, it be-
came the headquarters for Training Air Wing 
Two, a mission that continues today. 

Training Air Wing Two includes Training 
Squadron Twenty One and Training Squadron 
Twenty Two. Around 150 students report to 
Training Air Wing Two annually for Under-
graduate Jet Pilot Training. The Naval Air Sta-
tion at Kingsville currently occupies 23,000 
acres of land, spread across four sites, and 
employs around 1,350 people, in addition to 
training 50 percent of Navy and Marine Corps 
tactical jet pilots every year. Its economic im-
pact on the surrounding community is also sig-
nificant, as it provides roughly $110 million 
dollars to the local area. This economic impact 
is matched by the installation’s community out-
reach program, which includes school 
mentorship assistance and community self- 
help program assistance. 

NAS-Kingsville has a long history of sup-
porting both the local community and the 
country, and will continue to do so for years to 
come. I rise today to congratulate them on 75 
successful years. 
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Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 165th Anniversary of The Christian 
Recorder. As the oldest periodical continually 
published by African-Americans in the United 
States, The Christian Recorder is the heart of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Originally founded in 1848 as The Christian 
Herald, the publication has been a leading 
voice for African-Americans ever since. It relo-
cated to Nashville in 1852 with a new name, 
The Christian Recorder. Twenty-one editors 
have led The Christian Recorder including 
John Thomas III, the current leader and the 
first layperson to serve in this prestigious role. 

The Christian Recorder is a reputable news 
service for religious news. It serves as the 
voice of two million members of the AME 
Church in thirty-nine countries around the 
world. 

Its reach extends far beyond the Sunday 
School Union in Nashville where it is 
headquartered. From offering guidance to 
slaves during the Civil War to the battle for 
voting rights and fighting segregation, The 
Christian Recorder has been a pioneer for 
Civil Rights and equality for African-Ameri-
cans. 

I am proud to salute The Christian Recorder 
for its courageous efforts and its more than 
165 years of service to the community. 
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Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nashville Public Library as the 2017 Li-
brary of the Year. This national honor, award-
ed by Library Journal and Gale Cengage 
Learning, recognizes public libraries for their 
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